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houses, sucli as Canada, a place can be found for a Chapter
VEtl
defeated minister by the resignation of a loyal sup-    ___"
porter, as was done when Mr. Mackenzie King was
defeated in 1925. But the inability to provide an
honour for a zealous friend renders this process far less
easy than in the United Kingdom.
The essential feature of the ministry is the Prime
Minister, the person invited by the representative of
the Crown to form an administration when the office is
vacated by death, resignation, or, rarely, dismissal. In
his choice of a successor to a retiring Prime Minister
the Governor's discretion is often guided by the advice
of the outgoing Premier. This is normally tendered,
contrary to the English rule observed by Mr. Gladstone
that it should be given only if asked for. But of course,
whether offered or asked for, it is in no wise binding.
On the other hand, the choice is normally limited by
the essential facts. It is seldom that more than one
leader of the majority party could succeed in forming
a Government. The Governor, however, can offer the
chance to whomever he thinks fit, and, if he can secure
colleagues, can formally appoint him. The Premier's
resignation dissolves the ministry in the sense that
ministers merely hold office until they are either re-
lieved by the appointment of others or are asked by
the new Premier to remain at their posts or to accept
other offices. In coming to a decision on this point the
Premier has normally no need to take into account the
issue of re-election, for the practice of requiring re-
election on accepting office when in Parliament has
been almost entirely eliminated from the Dominions,
where it was abolished in Canada in 1931, leaving it to
survive for the moment in Newfoundland and pro-